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Andrew Vogt (BA SP05)

The Sun Also Sets: The Last BA English
Graduates Mark the End of an Era

IN DECEMBER 2025, our department celebrated
the graduation of the final two students in the
Bachelor of Arts in English program: Madison Kastner
and Haley Eggers. Both completed the secondary
education track and are now certified to teach high
school English in Missouri.

While their graduations marked the conclusion of the
English BA as a degree program, students will continue
to have the opportunity to earn English teaching
certification through the department’s Bachelor of
Science in English and Technical Communication.

Established in 1967, the English BA was the
department’s oldest major program and, for

many years, its academic cornerstone. Over the
decades, it prepared hundreds of students for
careers in education, writing, publishing, and other
communication fields. These graduates continue to
make their mark in classrooms and communities
across Missouri and around the country.

Andrew Vogt, a 2005 graduate of our English BA
program, went on to earn master’s degrees in writing
and international education.

He is now Program Coordinator of Graduate and
International Programs at the George Washington
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University Law School. Writing from Istanbul, he
said, “Many 18-year-olds have no clue what is best
for them in the long term, and | find the elimination
of generalist and liberal arts degrees these days is a
terrible shame.”

He hopes that the BS degree program “contains
sufficient exposure to the arts and literature—such
that communication and critical thinking skills

are developed, exposure to other cultures and
philosophies is gained, and the next generation is
prepared not just for the job marketplace but for life.”

Gina Chambers graduated from our English BA
program in 2007. “The elimination of the program is
sad,” she said. “In a way, it feels like the passing of an
old friend.”

Chambers earned a master’s degree in education from
Drury in 2011; she is now the PK-12 Principal for the
Cranfills Gap Independent School District in Texas.
“My English degree is the cornerstone of my career in
education,” she added.

“l was sad to learn of the English BA’s elimination,”
said Mary Helen Stoltz, who graduated with the degree
in 1995.
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“I learned so much from the English department faculty who were
here in the early 1990s, and my degree has served me well. However,
| can certainly see a benefit to earning a BS instead of a BA. | hope this
decision allows the department to grow and continue to flourish.”
Stoltz is now Editorial Director of Strategic Communications in Missouri
S&T’s Office of Marketing and Communications.

Robert Haselwander, a 2005 graduate of our English BA program and
a former lecturer in our department, said his undergraduate degree
gave him “an introduction to critical thinking, a deeper understanding
of the importance of story, and a view of the wider world.” Several
graduate degrees later, Dr. Haselwander is now a geographer with
the United States Geological Survey in Rolla. “I have every confidence &N
that the faculty will continue Gina Chambers
to rigorously educate new

studentsaboutthe old essential skills. Adding more skills to the students’
toolboxes should only provide them with more opportunities.”

In 2021, the English BA was officially combined with the Bachelor of
Science in Technical Communication, established in 2005, to create
the Bachelor of Science in English and Technical Communication.
The merger reflected a recognition that students benefit from a
curriculum integrating traditional humanistic inquiry with the practical
communication skills sought in today’s workplaces. After the merger,
both the English BA and the Technical Communication BS remained
active for their remaining majors, but no new students were admitted
to either program.

Within the last decade, many
universities have eliminated
their English majors, including
Missouri Western State University, Dickinson State University, Lasell
University, Emporia State University, Marymount University, and Lesley
University. In February 2023, The New Yorker magazine published an
article titled “The End of the English Major,” noting that enrollments in
surviving English programs are decreasing every year.

Mary Helen Stoltz

Combining the English BA and the Tech Com BS as a new BS program was
an alternative to eliminating the English BA. In the new degree, students
can still take a variety of courses in literature, composition, linguistics,
and technical communication, but the name of the degree on their
diplomas will include both “English” and “Technical Communication” as
well as “Science” instead of “Art.”

Robert Haselwander
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